
AUGUST 2025  

Find us on Facebook: OTHGrapevine 1 



2 Email: grapevine@onetreehill.org.au  

ONE TREE  HIL L PROGRESS ASSOCIAT ION  
C O N T E N T S  Dear readers,  

Welcome to the August edition of the 

Grapevine.  School is back and I hope you all 

had a great break.   

With winter finally settling in it ’s a great time 

to visit the OTH country market for a handmade 

beanie or scarf to wear.  

Special thank you to Louise for putting together 

the special Dear Grapevine introducing the new 

owner of the General Store—Vijay.   

Enjoy this edition of the Grapevine!!  

Kelly Fischer -  Grapevine Manager 

 

GRAPEVINE ONLINE  
Website: onetreehill.org.au  

• Select the 'Grapevine' page link  

• Scroll to 'Read the Grapevine Magazine Online'   

A large number of past editions are also available to 
download.    

Facebook: facebook.com/othgrapevine  

g r a p e v i n e @ o n e t r e e h i l l . o r g . a u   

P h / S M S :  0 4 5 8  2 0 8  8 2 3  

Pg 2 From the Editor 

Pg 3 Emergency Numbers / Local Directory 

Pg 4 Community Calendar 

Pg 5 OTH Market & Hall Information  

Pg 6 President’s Report 

 SAPOL 

Pg 7 Local Councillor– David Kerrison 

Pg 8 What’s Flowering in my Garden 

Pg 9 Birds in my Backyard 

Pg 10-11 Koala Rescue 

 ‘Dear Grapevine’ 

Pg 12 Cricket Club news 

Pg 13 Uleybury Native Wildlife Sanctuary 

Pg 14-15 City of Playford—McGilp Redevelopment 

Pg 16 Kersbrook Shed—Car Boot sale 

Pg 17 Puzzle Page—I Spy 

Pg 18-22 Business /Community Advertisements 

Pg 23 Classifieds 

Pg 24 Logic Puzzle—Difficult!  

Just a friendly reminder that the Grapevine is a great way to share local news, views and events.  
It is funded and produced by the One Tree Hill Progress Association. A donation towards the cost 

of production would be greatly appreciated. The ‘Piggy Banks’ around town are located at:  

• General Store  • Post Office  • Pharmacy   

• Fodder Store  • OTH Country Market  

To advertise in the Grapevine you must live in One Tree Hill (or surrounding areas), or operate a business that provides a 
unique service to the district.    

The views expressed in the One Tree Hill Grapevine are not necessarily those of the One Tree Hill Progress Association. 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that information in this publication is fair and accurate, One Tree Hill               

Grapevine cannot be held responsible for any content or advertisement, including errors or omissions. 
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C O M M U N I T Y  D I R EC TO R Y  

E M E R G E N C Y  N U M B E R S  
Ambulance, Country Fire Service or Police:  000  

Bushfire Info Hotline (24hr):  1800 362 361 General Business:    8280 7055  

Police (non emergency): 131 444 

CFS Station (When Staffed): 8280 7412 

Hospital: 8182 9000 

ONE TREE HILL PROGRESS ASSOCIATION  COUNCIL MEMBERS  

President  Tabatha Pettigrew president@onetreehill.org.au 

Local  
Councillors    

David Kerrison 0478 283 879 

Secretary  Charlotte Brown secretary@onetreehill.org.au Tanya Smiljanic 0467 576 611  

Treasurer  Paul Mayes treasurer@onetreehill.org.au Andrew Craig (JP) 0417 016 160 

Grapevine  
Manager  

Kelly Fischer grapevine@onetreehill.org.au 
State MP    

Rhiannon Pearce 08 8288 8218  

0458 208 823  Ashton Hurn 08 8563 3636 

Hall / Institute   
Manager 

Pat Jones hall@onetreehill.org.au  COMMUNITY CONTACTS   

General Store ViJay Voore 08 8182 5163 0459 105 045  

Market        
Manager  

Heather Fischer market@onetreehill.org.au Post Office  Wain Walker 08 8280 0090 

0457 107 817   Pharmacy Shekhar  08 8483 4721 

FLORA / FAUNA CONTACTS   Senior Citizens    Louise Niva 0409 315 625  

Friends of Para Wirra    friendsofparawirra@gmail.com Walkie Talkies Helen Turvey 08 8280 7035 

Para Wirra Conservation Pk            08 8336 0901 Uniting Church   Maureen Hill 08 8280 7368 

Koala Rescue Hotline       0474 737 283 Scout Group  (Group Leader)    0430 422 895 

Fauna Rescue  08 8289 0896 EDUCATION 

 LOCAL SPORTING CLUBS  Primary School Principal 08 8280 7027 

Cricket Ben Schmidtke 0421 711 626 Playgroup Krysia 0419 863 077 

Soccer Ian Shaw TBA  

PLAYFORD COUNCIL CONTACTS  

24hr Emergency & Lost/Found Dogs  

General Enquiries & Burning Permits  

Phone: 8256 0333 /  Home Assist: 8256 0355 

Email: playford@playford.sa.gov.au 

When telephoning council with requests,

 please remember to get a Customer       

Reference Number (CRN) to ensure            

registration and easy identification of your communication. 
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Saturday 2nd  OTH Country Market 

Thursday 14th Progress Assoc Meeting 

1 6 t h - 2 3 r d    BOOK WEEK 

  ‘Book an adventure’ 

 School weeks - SA Government Schools 

 

 

REGULAR COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Mondays 9.30am-11.30am  

OTH Playgroup  

Mon, Wed, Fri & Sun 8.00am 

The Walkie Talkies  

Thurs/Fri- Which Bins go out  

Mobile Library  Alternate Fridays:   
Opposite Blacksmith ’s Inn  3:00pm—4:00pm  
Black Top Rd, One Tree Hill  Contact 8256 0333  for information 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FR IDAY SATURDAY 
 

 
 

Term 3—Week 2 
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3 
 

 

Term 3—Week 3 
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Term 3—Week 6 
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Term 3—Week 7 
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Do you want to have a stall 
at the market?      

Contact Heather for information   
on 0457 107 817 or                                           

Email: market@onetreehill.org.au 
We had reasonable weather for the July Market; no wind, no rain  

but whilst it was cool to cold outside, it was lovely and warm inside. 

Do visit your local One Tree Hill Market. You will find a large and varied range of handcrafted goods  

suitable for many occasions. 

We are still in the depths of Winter and you will find knee rugs, leg warmers and beanies to keep you warm. 

The bakery has a very good range of pastries, sweet treats and breads. Have you tried their Olive Sourdough loaf?  

It is rather scrumptious topped with parmesan cheese and sun dried tomatoes. 

Purchase a coffee from the General Store or Gold Dust Café and browse the Market stalls,  

have a chat to the makers. Catch up with the locals. 

NEXT COUNTRY MARKET:  

S AT U R DAY  A U G U S T  2 n d  2 0 2 5  

8 . 3 0  a m  -  1 2 . 3 0 p m  

ONE TREE H ILL INSTITUTE HALL H IRE 
The One Tree Hill Institute is a beautifully maintained building with two inter-joining large halls, a 
complete kitchen and bar area. The hall has a new surround sound system, TV, microphone facili-

ties, and heating and cooling.  

Outside you will find a sheltered playground & picturesque garden areas which are ideal for photos.  

An ideal location for Weddings, Engagement Parties, Birthday Parties,  Reunions and Meetings. 

Why not come and have a look or check us out? 

PH: 0459 105 045  EMAIL: hall@onetreehill.org.au  

https://onetreehill.org.au/index.php/hall  
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ONE TREE HILL PROGRESS ASSOCIATION—PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

We are excited to work with our community to celebrate 

the anticipated reopening of the McGilp Recreation Park. 

We are celebrating with the theme “Past, Present,        

Future” and we are looking for to capture the rich history 

of the area. Do you have any old photos and/or stories of 

One Tree Hill and surrounds? Maybe you have an old ruin 

on your property, played sport at one of the local 

sporting clubs or went to the local school or playgroup. If 

you have anything you would like to share please reach 

out.  

 

Last month I acknowledged the dedicated service of our 

amazing hall manager Pat who has actually been with us 

for 23 years not 21 years as mentioned in my report.  It 

was warming to have residents reach out to correct my 

typo. I look forward to celebrating Pat’s time with us in 

the coming months.    

 

As always you can also reach out to us via email, website 

or coming along to one of our monthly meetings. 

Meetings are held at 7:30pm on the second Thursday of 

the month.  You are welcome to come at 7pm for a coffee 

and chat before the meeting. 

Take Care, 

Tabatha Pettigrew     

President One Tree Hill Progress Association Inc 

president@onetreehill.org.au 

 

Offences reported between 18/6/25 and 18/7/25 

23 June  Arson of Motor Vehicle x 3 Toolunga Road YATTALUNGA 

Unknown persons entered property and subsequently set fire to 3 vehicles under restoration.  

26 June Theft Blacktop Road ONE TREE HILL 

Theft of copper cabling from Telstra pit 

15 July Theft of number plate Jordan Drive ONE TREE HILL 

Vehicle parked in driveway of home address.  Number plate stolen from vehicle overnight. 

 

Police continue to respond to several serious motor vehicle accidents (including roll overs) in the One Tree Hill area 
over the last month.  Please ensure you drive to the road/weather conditions and keep safe! 

 

As always if you have any information to assist with any crime issues in the area please call Police Communications 
on 131444 or the undersigned. 

 

Darren McCue - Senior Sergeant First Class 

Elizabeth Police Station 

CRIME REPORT – OFFENCES REPORTED  

mailto:president@onetreehill.org.au


AUGUST 2025  

Find us on Facebook: OTHGrapevine 7 

PLAYFORD COUNCIL - LOCAL COUNCILLOR'S REPORT 
Dear Fellow Ratepayers and Residents,  

 

I hope this edition of the Grapevine finds everyone well 
and that the tanks are continuing to fill on the limited 
rainfall. 

 

Political Influence in Local Government – Does it con-
cern you? - Local Government is the closest tier of gov-
ernment to the community. Our decisions as Councillors 
must reflect the voice and needs of residents, not the 
interests of political parties. It is my firm belief that the 
community elects us to be independent representa-
tives—not party-line voters. 

 

I raise a serious and growing concern: I have overheard 
and witnessed conversations that suggest political influ-
ence at times is being exerted over decision-making 
within our Council. This includes elected members or 
party-affiliated employees being pressured to vote in line 
with political positions—potentially at odds with the 
community’s expectations. 

 

This is a risk as it compromises the democratic process by 
prioritising political agendas over the ratepayers, it cre-
ates a conflict of interest when party loyalty overrides 
public interest, and it further erodes transparency and 
public trust in council decision making. 

 

I believe that all elected members and relevant staff 
should declare any political affiliations. The residents and 
ratepayers deserve full transparency to make informed 
voting decisions in future elections. 

 

Furthermore, I highlight increasing State Government 
influence on council operations. Councils are being di-
rected in matters of structure, policies, procedures, and 
document templates—reducing the autonomy of locally 
elected members. Additionally, cost-shifting from state 
to local government is placing more financial pressure 
on councils, effectively transferring costs from state tax-
es to your council rates. 

 

This creeping centralisation diminishes our ability to act 
as the independent voice of the community, and I will 
continue to advocate for stronger local decision-making 
and less external interference. 

Heavy Vehicle Traffic – Medlow Road and Craigmore 
Road -Thank you to residents who have contacted me 
with concerns about increased heavy vehicle activity on 
Medlow Road and Craigmore Road. 

 

Upon enquiry, the City of Playford administration con-
firmed that there is one registered heavy vehicle permit 
for Medlow Road, issued from 26 February 2025 to 4 
February 2028. The permit allows for up to 80 heavy ve-
hicle movements during that period for earthmoving 
equipment. 

 

However, it is important to clarify that General Access 
Vehicles do not require permits under current regula-
tions. These include rigid trucks towing a trailer (up to 
19m in total length), prime movers towing a semi-trailer 
(up to 19m), and approved combinations up to 20m in 
length. 

 

The City of Playford is now considering installing traffic 
classifiers to accurately capture and quantify heavy vehi-
cle movements on both Medlow Road and Craigmore 
Road along with meeting with the National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator and SAPOL to discuss monitoring, enforcement 
and compliance strategies for this corridor. If you have 
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out—or come 
see me at the One Tree Hill Market, Saturday 2nd August 
2025 between 9:30 am and 11 am. 

 

Kind regards, 

Cr David Kerrison - City of Playford 
Page - Adelaide, SA, Australia - Public figure -  

Community • Public & government … 
Email: crdkerrison@playford.sa.gov.au 

Phone: 0478283879 
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WHAT’S FLOWERING IN MY GARDEN  - Heather Fischer, Humbug Scrub 
There are not many plants in flower at this time of the 
year. After all, it is Winter. Hakea Burrendong Beauty 
usually flowers late March to early April but this year 
the many small flower buds are still struggling to open 
due to the drought of the past two years. Perhaps after 
a few more showers of rain these buds that clothe the 
narrow stems will burst open to create a wonderful 
mass display of cherry red rounded puff balls.  

Hakea Stockdale Sensation was very slow to flower also 
but after some rain it is now finally showing off its most 
attractive cream and cherry red flowers. Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon is flowering and is providing nectar for the 
many birds that are foraging in the tree tops. Flower 
colour of this tall dark deeply furrowed trunked Euca-
lypt is very varied and ranges from cream to pale pink 
to a dark pinkish red. 

Westringia fruictosa Naringa is a most attractive 
Westringia hybrid that is covered in the most delightful 
mauve flowers is flowering at the moment. There are 
many extremely hardy Westringia plants available from 
all good nurseries and there are so many to select from. 

Westringia fruictosa Naringa will grow to 1m high and 
60cm wide if pruned regularly to shape and it is an ideal 
variety to use if you wish to make a decorative hedge by 

planting about 1m apart. Planted in a garden bed as a 
feature plant it will grow up to 2.2m  tall and 1.5m 
wide. This very hardy fast growing variety is drought 
tolerant and will grow in well drained sandy to loamy 
soils as well as well drained clay soils.  

Naringa has purplish brown stems that support dark 
green elongated leaves with a pointed end. Many four 
petalled mauve flowers grow all over the bush and are a 
magnet for the forever foraging New Holland Hon-
eyeaters and Eastern Spinebills.  

Many Westringias, because of their rounded shape are 
a safe have for small birds and many small birds will 
make their nests inside densely growing Westringias.  

I think Westringia fruictosa Naringa will be  a perfect 
garden bush for the Blue Wrens to hide in and to nest 
in. I will just have to watch and see. 

Westringia fruictosa Naringa is an absolute beauty for 
its size, shape, colourful flowers and hardiness. Find one 
or more and enjoy throughout the year. 

 

Just beautiful. 
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Lorikeets. Bright colours, often noisy, seem to fill the 
trees when they are feeding. Our lorikeets are part of  
the family of parrots. Two in particular are found in large 
numbers in the area. 

 

Rainbow Lorikeet (Trichoglossus moluccanus) is the noisy 
one. They inhabit the whole of the east coast, extending 
into South Australia as far as Port Augusta. They form 
large groups and can be belligerent when in large     
numbers. With their distinctive purple heads and green 
backs they should be easy to spot but are actually quite 
camouflaged  in the treetops. Inhabiting different           
locations, their lookalikes the Coconut Lorikeet and the 
Red-collared Lorikeet can be differentiated by the        
colours of their collars. 

They feed on nectar, pollen and fruits but also take       
insects. 

They migrate to food sources, hence why they are more 
common in certain seasons. 

Rainbow Lorikeets are among the larger lorikeets, being 
about 160mm in wing span and 150 grams in weight. 

 

The Musk Lorikeet (Glossopsitta concinna) is a much 
smaller lorikeet. With a wing span of about 130mm and 
weight of 60 to 90 grams, it is about half the size of  
Rainbows. 

The Musk Lori is much greener, with red cheek patches 
and crown, and a flash of yellow on the side of the 
breast. It may be mistaken for three other species but 
the others are rarer and with different red patches. They 
occupy the east coast strip from about Brisbane to           
Adelaide. Their call is higher pitched than the Rainbow 
lorikeet. They eat nectar, especially from eucalypts. They 
also eat lerps, the insects that breed on gum leaves. 

If there is a large population of rainbow lorikeets you 
may also be able to spot a few musk lorikeets, usually 
hiding higher and quieter in the crown of the same trees. 

 

I admit I am biased. I was originally excited to see       
Rainbow Lorikeets here but now prefer to find the Musk. 

BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD  - Julie Buttery, Humbug Scrub 
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THIEF!!!!    
We were wondering why our eggs were 
going missing from the bowl we            
sometimes keep them in.  

- Emma 

FOXES AND SARCOPTIC MANGE 

It is thought that foxes with mange may rub themselves 
against trees to alleviate the itching, and then a Koala 
may pick it up while climbing up or down a tree with 
mites present.  A Koala may then be able to pass mange 
mites among other Koalas through their interactions. 

Foxes that have mange can also so suffer as severely as 
the wombats and Koalas who have mange.  

The fox is likely to have some resistance, but it is proba-
bly fox-health and mite-dose dependent (i.e., if you get 
exposed to a lot of mites, resistance won’t matter). 

The mites that come off foxes and fall onto the trunk of 
a tree or drop on to the soil and if it rains probably do 
not live long on the tree trunks, as dry and warm condi-
tions are sub-optimal for survival when they are off the 
host. In some cases scabiei mite can live in the environ-
ment for 3 weeks without a host. 

Each female mite lays around 30 eggs in their lifetime 
(~2 months), so it can add up if an animal has a lot of 
mites. Animals develop crusted mange (e.g., koalas and 
wombats) and can have thousands to millions of mites 
on them. 

The first clinical signs of 
mange develop 1–3 weeks 
after exposure to the par-
asites; more chronic signs 
appear after 4–5 weeks.                              
In severe cases, death of 
the Koala may occur be-
cause of secondary bacte-
rial infection 2–3 months 
after infection.                                                                
The severity of infection 
may vary with initial doses 
of exposure as well as the 
condition and health sta-
tus of the Koala.  

The mite life cycle lasts 
about two weeks and heavy infestations can build up 
rapidly. 

KOALA RESCUE NEWS  - Bronwyn Wilton 
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Welcome to One Tree Hill, Vijay and Uma 

We’re pretty sure a lot of local residents have already 
met Vijay Voore, the new owner of One Tree Hill’s Gen-
eral Store. He’s been there for a few very busy months 
already and wants to let everyone know his plans for the 
future. 

Vijay, 28, comes from Hyderabad, capital of the Telanga-
na state in central southern India. Though he says he’s a 
“city boy”, he has enjoyed a lot of country living thanks 
to his grandparents. He especially loved spending most 
of his school and college holidays with his maternal 
grandmother helping to look after her farm animals.  

Vijay is recently married and his wife Uma will be contin-
uing her pharmacy career here. Their families have 
known each other for years. He has two older married 
sisters and he’s already an uncle. 

After gaining a degree in 
business administration in 
India, Vijay came to Austral-
ia in 2018, starting off in 
Brisbane to advance his 
business studies. This led to 
studying Business IT and a 
job with an IT company, but 
he quickly realised an office 
environment was too iso-
lating, so he started a coffee 
shop. This highlighted his 
natural ability to get on with 
people from all walks of life. 

Following an urge to “do something different”, he 
moved to Adelaide in 2019 and discovered this is his 
right place to live and work. To start with, he ran a cou-
ple of franchises in various parts of the city, but this did-
n't give him the freedom to make changes in order to 
serve customers well. “It's important to have self-
respect and peace of mind in work and life”, he says. So 
the only option has been to build up his own community 
business. 

When asked how he found out our General Store was 
for sale, apparently he was just driving past and thought 
it looked a good spot. A quick online search showed it 
was available and the rest is history. 

 

What’s he planning…? Simply good customer service! 

Vijay knows how important it is to listen to what his cus-
tomers want, so he’s made some immediate changes. 
One of the first steps was to bring in energy drinks espe-
cially popular with passing tradies and local students. 

People didn’t waste time telling him that when they buy 
hot dinners in Craigmore after work, the food has cooled 
off by the time they get back up to One Tree Hill. Vijay’s 
answer is to take orders for hot meals up to 6.30 pm 
from now on, then close at 7.00 pm. 

Already many folks have been asking him for pizzas and 
curries and he’s making sure both will be on the dinner 
menu. He’ll be including Sarah’s premium local Kam-
cheyenne Limousin beef in his meals. Here’s what’s 
ahead:  

- a select range of pizzas to order 

- chicken / beef vindaloo, chicken korma, butter chicken 
curries 

- rice and naan bread will be available 

Vijay is finding everyone is 
being so supportive and he 
hopes we’ll understand that 
he will do his best to meet 
some of the basic needs of 
our community — he really 
enjoys living and working 
here and meeting local resi-
dents.  

 

NEW PHONE NUMBER:   

8182 5163  

 NEW OPEN HOURS:   

Monday—Friday  

6.00 am to 7.00 pm  

(Order hot meals til 6.30 pm) 

Saturday  

8.00 am— 4.00 pm  

Sunday  
8.00 am— 2.30 pm 

Charminar Mosque, Hyderabad 

his favourite city landmark 

Vijay Voore 

(pronounced vee-jay voor-ay) 
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8182 5163 
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Roger Girdham Electrical  
 PTY LTD A.B.N. 67 059 785 885 

Mobile: 0417 853 863 
Email: roggelec@bigpond.com 

Service with a smile guaranteed! 

Serving the local community for  
24 years! Proud sponsors of the  
OTH Cricket Club, OTH Tennis Club  &  OTH 

 Soccer Club 
 

Electrical Contractors Lic. PGE 147979 
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EARTHWORKS 

JI SMITH EARTHWORKS PTY LTD  

• Excavator/Tipper 

• Earthworks 

• Soil Removal 

• Clean Ups 

• Hole Boring 

• Rock Breaking 

• Trenching  

FREE QUOTES 
CALL JEFF 0412 397 225  

INSPIRING LANDSCAPES  

• Site Prep 
• Retaining Walls 
• Shed Pads 

• Stormwater & Drainage 
• Post Holes, Trenching 
• Rubbish & Scrap Removal 
• Driveways, Paving & Concreting 
• Livestock Burial & More...  

EARTHWORKS 

BLD288629 

Call Rick 

0418 829 332 

 

MAINTENANCE  

For enthusiasts of historical 
 vehicles whether it be an  
old holden or a 1923  
Hupmobile. 
All are welcome to attend  
our monthly meetings where you can find out 
about concessional registration of older vehicles 
or help in tracking down parts etc. Regular runs 
are organised to interesting places. 
 

Meetings are held at the Blacksmiths Inn  
980 Blacktop Rd One Tree Hill  

On the first Wednesday of each month @7pm 
 

Nacca.com.au  
naccainc@outlook.com  

Ph: 0408 807 900 

NORTHERN ADELAIDE CLASSIC  
CAR ASSOCIATION INC. 

FIREWOOD  

SPLITTING  

 
 

 

Sick of splitting        
Firewood? 

I will come to your 
property to cut and/
or split your felled/
fallen or salvaged 

wood 

Ph: Angus on 

0412 395 017 

Fully Insured 

HAIRDRESSER  

 
 

Malibu  
Blonde 

Hair & Beauty 
 

1a 984 Blacktop Rd  

ONE TREE HILL 

PH: 0423 941 780
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